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MEN WIN PRAISE

Ornpliie Story of Their Bril-

liant "Work in Clearing
Argonno Forest.

NEW YOHKEBS IN IT TOO
f--

Major Vail, With Men in Shell
Hole, Mows Down Enemy

Like Whent,

llr RAYMOND G. CAIIHOI.L. '
Special Cable Despatch to Tin Sex and tht' Public Ledger, .

Copyright, HIS: all riahti rttcHtd.
With tub American Armt mm

FuavckT Oct. 12. Major-Ge- Hunter
Liggett, commanding tho First Corps of
the American First Army, has officially
commended tho (deleted) division for IU
work In emptying the Argonne forest of
Germans. This forest, which actually
was a leafy fortress, heretofore was con-
sidered Impregnable.

New York troops wore at the left of
the Pennsylvanlans, but It was tho latter
who drove northward In two columns
through ,yj beautlrul Aire Valley, rich
In Its auturqnal splendor, suddenly veer-
ing westward to capture the high points
commanding the entire northern tip of
the' forest.

One column of Pennsylvania troops
followed the winding course of the river
while the other battered Its way through
the forest, double llason being main-
tained constantly, first by Intervening
patrols and second by telephone com-
munication, the latter presided over by
the chief of the divisional etarr. Col.
Walter C Sweeney. The V shaped cir-
cuit of communication was not once
broken, owing to the alertness find abil-
ity of the divisional signal officer, Lieut.-Ce- l.

Sidney Allagerllng of Pittsburg.

Blarnal Men Are Modest.
Each brigade General always know

how far the other had advanced, which
greatly facilitated their work and con
tributed to the success of the whole en-

terprise. Both signal .officers modestly
disclaim credit, saying the success orthe
undertaking was duo to the unflinching
bravery of the troops and the excellent
handling of the artillery and to the mag-
nificent team work between officers and
men.

Realizing the materiality of this drive
I made repeated trips up tho valley of
the Aire durlngtho operation, wit-
nessing the physical results piling up
behind our progressing troops. Theee
Include nine German 77s, one of. which
was put Into action against the enemy
the day It was captured, the others
later; three ISOsv also usable; three
German naval guns, an entire narrow
gauge railway In perfect condition, with
even locomotives' and 2SS railway cars;

twejve,.jnlnenwerfers, one 3.5 Belgian
gun and a complete sawmill, which we
are already using to cut lumber for our
bridges.

In addition we captured a complete
hospital, with all tools and instruments
and many beds, the hospital being Im-

mediately occupied by American sur-
geons and put Into use by them; Im
mense quantities of engineers' and quar- -'

termaterw stores. Including clothing and
blankets, which were at once humanely
dlstrlbutcd among some S00 shivering
German prisoners; a carbonlng .plant
and a complete quarry, with tools for
crushing and handling stone.

It Is Impossible 10 give the. number of
machine guns and rifles captured. One
company got enough machine guns to
equip every one of Its men and already
has fired off 63,000 rounds of captured
ammunition. Only a small part of the
German property taken has as yet been
salvaged.

The fighting has been extremely In-

tense, there being In many Instances
hand to Kand encounters. The German
resistance was savage, picked men hav-
ing been assigned to hold back the
Americans, a task which those who are
till living say Is impossible.

In ten days of battering the German
positions three Pennsylvanlans have
again covered themselves with glory.
Major Robert 51. Vail of Scranton, com-

manding a battalion of machine guns,
told of the fight near Apremont. Ho
aid ho had planned to attack north of

the village at 6 o'clock In the morning.

Slowed Down Like Wheat.
Instead of building a trench wstcm

around the village he decided upon a se-

ries of strong points within shell holea
Major Vail with four guns, was in such
a position about BOO yards from the
village. All was set for tho attack,
both there and at other strong points,
where 300 of our men awaited an artil-
lery barrage and word to dash for the
enemy.

"It so happened." said Major Vail,
that the Germans had been planning to

attack us In exactly the same way we
had It In mind to attack them. Just as
we were getting ready to attack we
were astounded to see the Germans
rise out of the ground In front and come
dashing toward us. Imagine ill Our
machine guns, all placed, all loaded, all
ready for Instant action, with an eager
American back of every one, his finger
ready to press the lever. It was piti-

able.
"When the Germans got close enough

I gave the signal and our boys let them
have it. Streams of lead poured Into
them, mowing them down like wheat.
Bo numerous were the Germans that
some of them got up to and beyond our
positions, especially on the flanks, but
these were Immediately met by our In-

fantry behind and not a German es-
caped "

Among those who distinguished them-
selves In this particular engagement were
Major Joreph S. Thompson, Pittsburg:
fa pt Ralph C. Crowe. Harrlsburg, and
fapt George Potter of Buffalo. As for
the General In command of the brigade.
Instead of being back somewhere In a
dugout, he was erect all through the
fighting, go!ng from strong point to
strong point and back, always directing
the f.re. His courage la the tnlk of tha
entire division and his ability has al-

ready lifted him to the level of military
gtnlus.

Tho Aire Valley, below the" historic
city of Varennes, where Louis XIV.
was taken when he attempted to escape
from France, Is a bowl shaped valley
gorgeous In color and rich In history.
When the Pennsylvanlans pushed their
way to the lower crest of the ridge look-

ing down Into tho valley German ma-

chine gunners still occupied tha edge of
the Argonne Forest, to the westward.
Our officers, Including Generals, were
sniped at when they came out with
their glasses, to plan the next phase 01

the attack.

U. S. SECOND AEMY FORMED.

It Is Already In Operation, Wllh
Ballard In Command,

JTy tht Associated Press.
With .tub Ambbican Artux Nohtk-w-

op VianuK, Oct, .UvThe Ameri-
can Second Army eamo. into being Jo-d-

and began operation.. It Is, unoe''
command of Major-Ge- n. Itobert lu Bui-lar- d.

. .

The First Arm". which has been in
existence formally sJncs August, is un-

der command" ef MaJor-0- n; Jluntsr
Liggett. Ota. Persbln assumes com
mand or Lne group ot arrow.
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Where the Allies Are to Cut the Valericiennes-Met- z

jg

DISASTER NEAR FOR

ARMY OF GERMANY

Continued from First Page.

the Sulppe at many points, and the Ger-
mans slowly are giving way before them..
Still further east the French and Ameri-
cana under Gen. Gouraud, after an ad-
vance yesterday of bbout four miles. In
which they captured Mnch.mlt and Gav-ro- y,

pressed on to-d- and took Vou-
zleres, a very Important railway polnL
They occupy the 'whole line of the

River. j
Villages Domed Retreat.

Throughout this region the Germans
nre retting Jlro to all the villages' and
are blowing up their ammunition dumps,
n sure Indication that they are leaving
It. Reports of such fires and cxplosloni
are brought In by airmen Who flew over
Marie, Vervins, Rethel and.Xeufchatel.

Opinion. In British military clrclei
hero Is that (ho combined effect of the
Allies' advances will be to make the
German retirement. If not impossible, so
confused and costly that the main mass
of the German army must be wrecked In
the effort. The evacuation of tho SL
Gobaln massif" now Is likely to be too
lato to nave the German armies from an
Irreparablo breakdown, which would bo
Intensified by the congestion that would
follow In tho region northwest and
southwest of Valenciennes, when the
German armies attempt to leave the re-

gion of SL Quentln, Cambral and Doual.

ENEMY TRIES HARD
TO SfAND ON SELLE

Seeks to Delay Allies Till
Douai Pocket is Evacuated.

By the Associated Press.
With the British Abut in France,

Oct. 11 (delayed). The enemy began
to-d- to attempt to slow up the. Anglo-Americ-

advance pn tho main battle
front. All tho bridges across the River
Selle from Lo Cateau southward were
blown) up and the Germans seem to have
been digging In furiously along the line
of the high ground some 2,000 to 4,000
yards east of the river, which already
has been croseed by tho British and
Americans at several places. Apparently
the Germans Intend to make a stand
here.

In this locality all of opera-
tions have been devoted to gaining the
river crossings and esabllshlng a Arm
footing on the east bank. There has
been sharp machine gun fighting and
tho Germans, from tho high ground of
Le Cateau, have poured a heavy fire
upoi. tho west bank of the rlvepf

French Gain Alontr OIe.
As soon as tho Americans and the

cavalry entered St. Souplet, south of
Lo Cateau, they came under a heavy
fire from the German gun concentra-
tion. It Is reported that tho enemy
gunners fired their weapons here over
open sights. Luckily their aim was not
as good as It might have been.

South, of hero the British nnd French
have driven deeply Into the enemy ter-
ritory and the French now control a
long strip of tho west bank of the Olso
Canal. British advanced mounted pa-
trols also have reached the canal bank
at Longchamijs, but they had made too
rapid progress and consequently re-

turned.
The British by their drive launched

this morning on the northern frlngo of
the battle area are nowoperatlngwellon
the other side of the Scarpa River and
have reached positions lera than two
miles from (he Important centre of
Doual. The troops are driving north-
easterly toward this city and at the
same time are 'widening the already
wide salient which has been made In
the,, former German positions. There
are strong Indications that the Germans
realize they must get out of the entire
Doual salient.

It Is not Improbable .that one of the
enemy's principal Ideas In trying to
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slow up the advance In the area routh-ea- st

of Le Cateau is for the purpose of
protecting his forces In the Doual sa-
lient, for every foot gained In this bat-
tle 'aiea Increases the menace to the
Germans In the Douai pocket. The
British encountered hard opposition In
the fcarpe operations, but despite- this
they ihave made rapid progress. Thoy
have further relieved the pressure east
of Arras and are now well to the east
of Vltry-en-Arto- and Noyellos-soua-Bellon-

The German machine gunners have
been flghtlnp hard In the environs of
Le Cateau. and the better part of to-
day was required to clear them out.
Little posts of the enemy, well supplied
with ammunition, apparently had been
left behind by their commanders with
Instructions to sell themselves as dearly
as possible. They obeyed orders and
frequently held out manfully. By the
end of the day, however. It appeared
that most of them had been driven out
or killed, and the British were then re-
ported to bo moving eastward on the
road between Le Cateau and Bazuel,
some th reo miles to the southeast, from
which they seemed to be about 3,00,0
yards distant.

Only n Temporary Stnnd.
Northeast of Le Cateau the Canadians

were In the outskirts of the town of
Forest, fighting their way forward
against other stubborn enemy machtno
gunners.

It was during last nliht that the first
reports that the Germans were' digging
In were received, and these were con-
firmed By midday the enemy
seemed to have a continuous line all the
way from a point southeast of Le Ca-
teau, southward In front of Mennevret
and east of Qrougls, while In Aisonvllle

KNRBE

THE SUN, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13, 191&

Striving Railway

JJEAVY blows were struck by the British, French and Americans yes-

terday in separate, but coordinated efforts to reach and cut the rail-

road which runs from Lille and Valenciennes through Hlrson and
Mezieres to Metz, upon which the Germans depend for a large part of
:helr transport of men and material to the fighting fronts in France and
Belgium, and which will be their main line of retreat.

To protect and keep open this railway the Germans have prepared
a temporary line of defence before the railway, to which they are with-
drawing the bulk of their men, but the British are said to have reached
this defence line already. Near the point of the great salient the Ger-

mans are evacuating the famous Chemin des Dames position and must
abandon Laon very soon. In the north the British are expected to be in
the outskirts of Doual to-da-

.On the western end of the battle line the French have captured
Vouzleres and pushed on beyond it toward the railroad. East of them
the Americans also are headed for the same road at a point a little
nearer to Metz. Altogether, it appears' that the Germans must retire in
force in a day or two or run a great risk of a military disaster,

and the area near It fires wero burning
briskly. )

Tho enemy Is by no means sure of
holding on to his quickly arranged line
for any time ns It offers little protec-
tion, being simply a ratch"on the sur-
face, probably protected by a few strands
of wire. Moreover, the roads to the
east are still cluttered up with enemy
troeps and transports. The airplanes
report that tho reercat Is In progress far
back of the present location of the
enemy.

Airmen Disrupt llrtrrnt.
The British aviators "have become fa-

tigued with the labor of killing Ger-
mans. During the last twenty-fou- r
hours they have fired hundreds of thou-
sands of rounds from their .machine
guns and dropped hundreds of tons of
bombs on targets it was impossible to
miss. Tho road between Le Cateau nnd
Bazuel offered some remarkable oppor-
tunities for tho aviators.

Again and again great numbers of
British planes swooped low over this
road and emptied their guns Into masses
of men and transport which were to
thick that the bullets could not help
but take effect. The road uas more

Xthan once blocked with dead men and
horses, upset wagons and masses of
equipment. All this was cleared away
nnd tho retreat continued, only to be
again quickly upset from the air.

Bombs also were dropped upon massed
German troops and upon masses of men
and transport In the neighborhood of
Wassigny and other towns back of the
German positions. Wide flights also
have been made over the German rear,
and there are still no sign that any real
lines of defence have been constructed.
As a matter of fact tho enemy hardly

flight
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has had to construct such defences
so fast has he been on the run.
There ore no Indications that the Ger
man will actually to halt their
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OFFICIAL REPORTS
OF THE FIGHTING

German Retreat in Cham-pagn- e

Is Over a Wide Area.

LOXDOX. Oct. 12. The following re-

ports of operations on the front In
France and Belgium were issued y

by the various car offices:
BRITISH There was lo-

cal fighting to-d- along the line of
the Sella River, between Le Cateau
and Solesmes. Northwest of Solesmes
steady progress has been made
throughout the day towards the Val- -
ley of the Selle.

The enemy rear guards have beer!
driven out of the villages of St. Vaasi,
SL Aubert, n and
Avesncs-le-Se- Further north, wo
cleared the west bank of the Sensee
I'anal at Arleux and Corbehem. both
of which villages are In our posses-
sion. We are closely approaching the
lino of the canal west of Doual.

In the sector oast of Lens we cap-
tured Mnntlgny. Ilarnes and Annay.
On the whole of this front there was
sharp local fighting, In the course of
which we Inflicted numerous casualties
on the German rear guards and took
prisoners.

llltlTISH (DAY) The advance
north of the Sensee continued yester- -
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day evening. .We now bold the vil-
lages of llamel, Brebleres and Culncy,
Our troops are east of Henln-Lletar- d

nnd ore In the western outskirts of
Ennay.

On the remainder of the front thore
Is nothing to report beyond local fight-
ing at certain points.

FUr.SCH (MAY) The French this
morning penetrated Into Vouzlers.
They continued their progress Along
the eiltlre Champagne front. They
hold tho general line of tho Retourne
and the road from Pauvres to Vou-
zlers. '

HEIIJJIAX' (NIOIIT) North of Le
Cateau and on both banks of the

Meuse violent enemy attacks failed.
1 UKItMAX (DAY)- - From positions

lo tho west of Doual we retired to
lines In the rear. The enemy followed
slowly and In the evening occupied the
line Vendln-le-Vlel- l. Ilarnes, Ilenln-Ltotnr- d

nnd east of the Beaurnont-Brcbler-

Railway.
Northeast ol! Cambral the enemy

attacked between tho Scheldt River and
St. Vaast. Thi object of the attack,
which was launched here on a narrow
front by British divisions, was to
break through to Valenclonnes. Tho
Intention was frustrated.

The enemy succeeded only In ob-
taining a footing at Iwuy and on the
heights to the east and southeast. Our
counter attacks, effectively supported
by tanks, brought the enemy's assaulf
here to a standstill. On the rest of
this front we repulsed the enemy from
our lines and Inflicted heavy losses on
his dense attacking waveB.'

Violent partial attacks by Brlthh,
American and French divisions on
both sides of Bohaln 'were repulsed In
front of our positions. There have
been reconnoitring engagements on
the River Olsc,

f ouutu tii xjaon we jiavc. evacuaieu
ttie uneniln des Dames.

In the bend of the River Aline, be-
tween Ueryr-au-Ba- c and south of
Vouzlers, we have occupied new posi-
tions. Our movements, which com
menccd several days ago, remained,
concealed from tho enemy and, were
carried out according to plan'.

In the Champagne the enemy fol-
lowed us with caution. The victorious
Issue of the great battle of the Cham-
pagne, which the army of Gen. von
Elnem with relatively weak fortes
obtained" over the Immensely superior
strength of the French afld tierlcan
armies In the fortnight's strugglo, and

7?r- -

Last First

the exhaustion of the enemy, owln.r to
his exceptionally heavy losses,

possible the smooth execution) of
difficult movements.

Partial on both si les
of the Aire and violent attacks which
the enemy launched during the list
few days In the battle eectors on biHh
sides of the Meuse, broke down wcSt
heavy losses for the enemy.

Cunel and the Bols des Ormes, te
lost, were recaptured by us.

PERSHING GOES RIGHT ON.

Reports He Is llefore St. JoMln,
Which Is In Flumes.

Washington, Oct. 12. Gen. Pershing's
report on yesterday's operations says:

On both sides of the Meuse vioVont
counter attacks and desperate resist-
ances have failed to stem the advltnco
of French nnd American divisions.
We have taken Molleyltle farm, north
of the Bols de Cohsenvoye. Our
troops, havo passed througlvihe Boise
de. Foret and are before tho village
or Landrcs-et-S- t. George and St.
Juvln, which is in flames.

The American nrmy corps operating
with Ihn nrltlfcli has fouvht its wav

more than ten miles through tho cfi- -
emy's defensive sjstcm and has cap-
tured over 1,900 prisoners since Oc-

tober C. To-da- y this corps took the vll
lages of St. Benin and St.
Souplct.

Of the 8,000 prisoners captured by
tho American flrst army since Oc-

tober S French units more
than 2,300.

GIVEN DP LOST.

Patrols Fall to Find Klialuii nnd
Machinist Mlsslns; vSIx Unys.

Special Despatch to Tnz Six.
Cavr Mat. N. J., Oct. 12. Ensign R.

D. Tibbltt of Pa., an avia-
tor, and II. E. Groh of Pasadena. Md.,

offensive
station nere, praciicany nave ocen given
up as lost. They have gone since
Monday morning, when they went out
In their seaplane the Cape May
station,

Since Monday night the ocean has
been searched scout from
the submarine station here by, of
Capt. Frederick .1. Haake,
and every available means has been
taken by Capt. Robert R. Paunack, com-
mandant of the naval air station, And
t'uehi.
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FOE SHIFTS MEN TO
VALENCIENNES FRONT

Five New Divisions Appear
the Americans.

Bv the Associated rreti,
With tub Anglo-America- n Forces qjh

TUB VALSNCTENNES FRONT, Oct. 12l
American and British troops captured
in tho Bohaln region what was probably
the largest enemy ammunition dump ever
taken. The shells, piled high, covered a.
large area. This capturo will reduce
greatly tho quantity of ammunition avail-abl- o

to the Gcnnans on this section of
tho front.

All the Bohaln roads wero to
be mined when the Anglo-Americ- an

forces entered the town."" When the Get --

man sentries discovered that mines
had failed to catch anything they shot
at a big one In the centre of the place.
They made a, direct hit and the explo-
sion blew a hole In the ground big
enough to hold a large cliatonu. '

Because the German divisions nnd
regiments ate so mixed up and deci-
mated the Germans are now supposed to
have abandoned numbers on shoulder
straps. Instead they are wealing dif-
ferent letters on their sleeves designating
groups.

Since Uio beginning of the present
operations tho Americans have captured
forty-si- x officers and 1,900 men, and
since Joining the British fighting forces
hey have taken 3,000 prisoners and more

than sixty cannon.
Officer prisoners say their orders were

to 'strp fighting with Infantry and to
defend themselves solely with artillery
and machine guns. complained
there was a great lack of ammunition
nnd guns as n result of recent enor-
mous captures by tho Allies, and they
added that lack of motor transporta-
tion was responsible such large
numbers of Infantrymen being taken

his machinist, of the naval aeronautic ilnco tho began
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order

to
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the
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Troops from five dlvlirions from other
sections of the front have appeared In
the line opposite the British nnd Amer-
icans. The bulk of them undoubtedly Is
being used to garrljon tho positions
known as tho Valenciennes line. All,
however, ore bellevd to havo been en-

gaged In tho recent fighting and are In
low strength and poor morale.

It has now been established that fifty-thr-

enemy divisions ("lli.DOO men)
have been engaged on the Cambral-St- .

Quentln front alone since September 21.

A Stern Task for Stern Womeh
-

There is nothing in the epidemic of SPANISH
INFLUENZA .to inspire panic.

Theie is everything- - to inspire coolness and
m

courage and sacrifice on the part of American
women.

A stern task confronts our- - women not only
trained women, but untrained women. .

The housewife, the dietician, the nurse's aide, the
practical nurse, the Undergraduate nurse and the trained
nurse herself all of these are needed.

Humanity Calls Them

Lives Depend Upon Their Answer
Capable, though untrained hands, can lighten the burden of

the trained ones. There are many things intelligent women can
do to relieve the situation, working under the direction of com-

petent nurses.

Will You Help Do Some of Them?

Will' You Enroll for' Service NOW?

If possible, apply personally at the NEW YORK COUNTY
CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RED CROSS, 380 FIFTH
AVENUE. Come prepared to fill out an enrollment blank like
that printed below.

To physicians and to the nurse-employin- g public this appeal
is made:

Unless it means life or death, please release for service all nurses

attending chronic cases. Physicians should not employ

nurses as office or laboratory assistants during this emergency.

SAMPLE ENROLLMENT BLANK.
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! Nurses Emergency Council

LILLIAN D. WALD,
Chairman

PARMELIA DOTY,
Executive Secretary

t - 1 -J .
'

ii

Mi

5fr


